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March 16, 2007
Contact: UM President George Dennison, 406-243-2311.
LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TO SUPPORT STUDY ABROAD
MISSOULA—

University of Montana President George Dennison today praised the introduction of the
Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act o f 2007, legislation to establish a national
study- abroad fellowship program.
The bill, introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives by Reps. Tom Lantos, D.-Calif.,
and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., would create a national fellowship program aimed to increase
the number of students studying abroad to 1 million per year.
The program would be administered by an independent entity and would provide key
support for necessary modifications at institutions of higher education to allow all college
students the opportunity to study abroad.
Dennison said, “In the increasingly interdependent global society, we must find ways to
help students become competent, confident and comfortable as their careers lead them to work in
different parts of the world. The experience of studying abroad provides the best possible
preparation. The new Foundation will open new doors by assisting the students to gain this
experience. We strongly support the proposal.”
Last year more than 200 UM students studied abroad in about 25 countries, while the
University hosts about 400 international students annually. “We simply must find ways to
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increase the numbers,” Dennison said. Nearly 600,000 students from around the world study in
the United States each year, but only about 190,000 U.S. students study abroad.
The legislation is named for the late Sen. Paul Simon, D-Ill., who was a strong proponent
of international education. His efforts led to the creation of the bipartisan Commission on the
Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program.
Many of the recommendations in the commission’s 2005 report “Global Competence and
National Needs: One Million Students Studying Abroad” are included in this legislation.
The bill’s objectives include ensuring that the demographics of study-abroad participation
will reflect the U.S. undergraduate population and that an increasing portion of students will go
to currently nontraditional study abroad destinations.
“One million students studying abroad per year will transform our country in a positive
and powerful way,” said Peter McPherson, president of the National Association of State
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges and former chair of the Commission on the Abraham
Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program. “For the American workforce to be competitive in
the global marketplace, our students need experience in and knowledge about the world outside
the United States.”
Last year, a similar bill in the Senate received overwhelming bipartisan support and had
46 co-sponsors before the session ended.
Sens. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and Norm Coleman, R-Minn., will reintroduce a Senate
version of the bill in the near future.
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